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Other portions of the street away from the activity node should remain at lower 

be encouraged on the edge of the activity nodes. In some cases, these uses can replace 
the non-viable commercial strip malls currently in place. 

densities. Uses such as multi-family residential, office or professional services should - 
- 

- 

In an interview with John Given of the CIM Group, a developer of “Main Street” 
retail and mixed use projects, he cited the importance of a compact, focused location 
for redevelopment. He believes that cities need to choose fairly small, visually 
discernable areas in whch to focus efforts to increase development intensity. 

L a n d  Use Mix ing  

A mix of residential and commercial land uses is a fundamental feature of livable 
communities. In the past, residential and commercial areas were thought to be 
incompatible and deliberately separated through zoning. Today, some of the most 
healthy and attractive commercial districts in Southern California are those that 
combine housing with retail, services and office space and other commercial uses. 

Land use mixing reduces automobile trips by locating residents withm walking distance 
of shopping and working destinations. Mixing residential and commercial uses also 
adds vitality to areas that are otherwise exclusively working or shopping centers. 

In higher density areas, vertical mixed use may be feasible, with housing over retail or 
office space. If multi-family housing is constructed at commercial activity centers, 
ground-floor retail should be required. In lower density areas or away from activity 
centers, horizontal mixed use is more likely, with housing behnd or beside Commercial 
space. 

In Carson, the Villaggio is a mixed use development being constructed on Carson 
Street, a +lane arterial with many commercial uses. The development will provide 148 
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L I V A B L E  C O M M U N I T I E S  H A N D B O O K  

and fast moving traffic lanes. Frequent sidewalk interruptions create hazards for 
sidewalk users. Sidewalks disappear at the curb cut and continuous asphalt from the 
street into parking lots encourages drivers to not slow down and leads to dangerous 
conditions for pedestrians. 

D e s i g n  

Sidewalk design should provide the walker with a comfortable and safe feeling. The 
width and character of sidewalks plays a key role in this pedestrian experience. While 
very wide sidewalks are not needed except in areas of heavy pedestrian traffic, 
sidewalks should allow two wheelchairs to pass comfortably and still leave room for 
street furniture and landscaping. Sidewalks should be reconstructed in places where 
tree roots have severely damaged the pavement. When new sidewalks are installed, 
cities should consider alternatives to plain concrete as a way to define the pedestrian 
space. New paving materials allow for color and texture without compromising safety 
or durability. 

Sidewalk  I n t e r r u p t i o n s  

Curb cuts and sidewalk interruptions from parking lots and drive-through retail should 
be minimized. When driveways do interrupt sidewalks, the sidewalk paving should 
continue across the driveway to alert drivers. Turning radii at driveways should be kept 
small to encourage drivers to enter and exit slowly. If drive-throughs are allowed, the 
drive-through window(s) should be oriented away from street frontage. Landscaping 
should be provided to reduce the visual impact of vehicle stacking areas for side yard 
drive-through windows. 

Interrupted sidewalk, Carson Street 

S idewalk  A m e n i t i e s  

Benches can add visual interest to the pedestrian environment and encourage walkers 
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A variety of other workplace amenities can make bicycle travel more attractive, such as - 
shower facilities. Many cities require employers over ace& size to provide on-site 
showers. If not required, showers can be encouraged through various incentive 
mechanisms. - 


